
   NATURAL
             WONDERS

Whether you’re looking for a family vacation in the great outdoors 

or an adrenaline-pumping wilderness adventure, a visit to one of 

the United States’ most popular national parks—Yellowstone, Great 

Smoky Mountains or Acadia—will exceed your wildest expectations

BY CLAIRE RICCI
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YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 
is o� en de� ned by the world’s most 
famous geyser, Old Faithful. Undeniably, 
no visit would be complete without 
seeing Old Faithful erupt at least once, 
but be wary of allowing it to eclipse the 
park’s many other attractions.  

Months—and even years—could 
be spent taking in the grandeur of 
Yellowstone, which lies primarily in 
Wyoming but also extends into 
Montana and Idaho. Yellowstone lays 
claim to more than half the world’s 
thermal features, including some 10,000 
hot springs, geysers, mud pots and 
fumaroles that belch, thunder and hiss. 
Easily accessible by boardwalk paths, 
not-to-be-missed features include 
Old Faithful, the rainbow 
of colors at Grand 
Prismatic Spring and the 
geyser basins. Park rangers 
and posted notices provide 
schedules of geyser 
eruptions, making it easy 
to see several in one 

a� ernoon. (Insider’s tip: What’s that 
horrible smell? � ermal features exude 
sulfur. Bring a handkerchief!)

Hiking and walking are great ways 
to see the park. Mystic Falls Trail 
provides a � at and short jaunt, great for 
kids and beginning hikers. Steam rises 
from Little Firehole River close to the 
70-foot cascade of the falls. Travelers 
with more energy can extend the climb 
to Inspiration Point overlooking Hidden 
Falls and � nd fewer crowds.

Keep an eye out for bison, coyotes, 
wolves and bears—all frequently sighted 
by hikers and walkers, making for 
amazing up-close encounters with 
wildlife. While these are exciting 
experiences, it’s essential to remember 
that Yellowstone is a wilderness. 

Caution and safety should trump a great 
photo opportunity, no matter how 
docile the bison might appear. One 
safe way to get close to the natural 
world—in the form of brown trout, 
rainbow trout and mountain white� sh 
—is to cozy up to anglers reeling in the 
bounty of the Madison River. Stop at the 
Yellowstone Fly Shop for pointers � rst.

Planning your visit with overnight 
stays along the 142-mile Grand Loop 
Road gives a good overall sense of the 
park. Arrive at Jackson Hole, Wyoming, 
and consider stays at Jenny Lake Lodge, 
Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel, 
Mammoth Cabins (a village of one-
room cabins), Lake Yellowstone (the 
granddaddy of all National Park lodges) 
or Old Faithful Inn (where the deck is 
the perfect vantage point for enjoying 
a cocktail and Old Faithful eruptions). 
Campgrounds are plentiful as well. 
Reservations � ll quickly and can be 
made one year in advance. ➸

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK  ➤   ➤

Old Faithful eruption at Yellowstone

Right: Wild bison roam 
free beneath mountains in 

Yellowstone National Park. 
Far right: Yellowstone Grand 

Prismatic Spring.
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THE RUGGED BEAUTY of the 
Appalachian Mountains sets Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park apart 
as the most visited national park, with 
around 10 million visitors each year.  
With the southern terminus of the Blue 
Ridge Parkway providing easy driving 
access and stunning scenery, this 
522,419-acre park—which sprawls into 
both Tennessee and North Carolina 
—lends itself especially well to travelers 
in search of a driving vacation. 

Fall is prime time to visit and take 
in vibrant color in the woods and 
wonderful festivals in Gatlinburg and 
Knoxville. Use � e Oliver Hotel in 
Knoxville as a base and choose from 
a wide array of day activities, including 
� y � shing for native Appalachian 
brook trout, a drive along 33-mile 
Newfound Gap Road (U.S. Highway 
441), wildlife spotting at Cades Cove 
(also home to a number of preserved 
historic buildings worth visiting), and 
learning about the history and culture 

of the Tennessee foothills at the East 
Tennessee History Center. 

� e Hen Wallow Falls Trail is 
an easy out-and-back hike through 
hemlocks and rhododendron, 
ending with the reward of a beautiful 
90-foot waterfall. Or challenge 
yourself—and your kids—by 
summiting Rich Mountain for a 

jaw-dropping view of Cades Cove. 
If you’d like to take a break from 

enjoying nature’s grandeur, consider 
a daytrip to nearby Dollywood 
(a theme- and waterpark named 
for Dolly Parton), or head to the 
beautifully restored Tennessee 

� eatre in Knoxville to take in a movie, 
concert or Broadway show. 

Knoxville o� ers the energy and 
vibrancy of the University of Tennessee, 
with the chance to catch a game during 
football season. Pair that with a lively 
food and music scene (headlined by 
the Bijou � eatre) and you’ll be able 
to round out your wilderness National 
Park vacation with cultural o� erings.  

Camping is the only lodging 
available in Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, but nearby Gatlinburg, 
Pigeon Forge and Knoxville o� er a 
broad array of hotels, inns, cabins 
and B&Bs. ➸

GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK  ➤

Fog over the fi elds of Cades Cove

A black bear in the North Carolina mountains

hemlocks and rhododendron, 
ending with the reward of a beautiful 
90-foot waterfall. Or challenge 
yourself—and your kids—by 
summiting Rich Mountain for a 

jaw-dropping view of Cades Cove. 
TENNESSEE

GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS
NATIONAL PARK

NORTH CAROLINA

Scenic spring landscape, Blue Ridge Parkway, Smoky Mountains
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THE 10 MOST POPULAR U.S. NATIONAL PARKS 

1.  Great Smoky Mountains: 
10.7 million visitors

2. Grand Canyon: 5.5 million 

3. Rocky Mountain: 4.16 million

4. Yosemite: 4.1 million

5. Yellowstone: 4.1 million 

6. Zion: 3.6 million 

7. Olympic: 3.3 million 

8. Grand Teton: 3.1 million

9. Acadia: 2.8 million

10. Glacier: 2.4 million

SOURCE: National Park Service 2015
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“Grand Canyon” ©iStockphoto.com/tobiasjo; “Glacier” ©iStockphoto.com/world-travellers; “Grand Teton” ©iStockphoto.com/vkbhat; “Olympic” ©iStockphoto.com/Spondylolithesis; 
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THE FIRST NATIONAL PARK 
created entirely by private donations 
of land, Acadia National Park, which 
sprawls over Maine’s Mount Desert 
Island (and associated smaller islands) 
o�  the Atlantic coast, celebrates its 
centennial anniversary in 2016. 

Home to the highest point along 
the North Atlantic seaboard, Acadia’s 
47,000 acres o� er an appealing array 
of options for outdoor enthusiasts—
whether you choose to scale the park’s 
granite peaks, bike along its historic 
carriage roads or just marvel at the 
wildlife: moose ambling across the road, 
peregrine falcons soaring overhead or 

harbor seals sunning themselves on 
bedrock.

� ough some visitors plan their trip 
for early fall and the start of leaf peeping 
season (September through early 
October), by far the most popular time 
to visit is summer, when temperatures 
climb into the 70s.

Getting around the park is easy 
via the 27-mile Park Loop Road, 
which o� ers easy access to Acadia’s 
most popular sites. (If you opt not to 
rent a car, you can travel via the Island 
Explorer, a free shuttle bus.) Start at 

the Hulls Cove Visitors Center, then 
head to Cadillac Mountain, which 
looms  1,530 feet high. � e mountain 
draws big crowds in summer, so start 
early and drive slowly, especially 
when the roadside cli� s get steep. At 
the summit, you’ll be rewarded with 
breathtaking, 360-degree views of the 
glorious vista below.

Next stop: Sand Beach, which sits 
between two walls of solid pink granite. 
Stroll the 290-yard shoreline, with 
towering evergreens overhead, or take 
a hike up the granite steps of Great 
Head Trail. Just south of the beach is 
� under Hole, a semisubmerged cave 
that derives its name from the echoing 
booms—as loud as a thunderstorm—
that emanate an hour or two before 
high tide. 

From � under Hole it’s less than 
a mile to Otter Cli� , a 110-foot-high 
granite precipice that emerges a� er you 

ACADIA NATIONAL PARK  ➤

The view from Cadillac Mountain, Bar Harbor, Maine

THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE TURNS 100

ON AUGUST 25, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson signed the act creating the U.S. National Park 
Service, a new federal bureau in the Department of the Interior responsible for protecting the 
35 national parks and monuments then managed by the department and those yet to 

be established. 
Today the National Park System of the United States comprises more than 400 areas covering 

more than 84 million acres in 50 states, the District of Columbia, American Samoa, Guam, Puerto 
Rico, Saipan and the Virgin Islands. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for 

America’s national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and 
create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Visit www.nps.gov for more information.

                SOURCE: National Park Service

Thunder Hole in Acadia National Park
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hike through groves of spruce trees. 
Gazing down, you’ll be rewarded with 
picturesque ocean views—including 
whale pods spouting o�  shore. 

When you’re ready to stretch your 
legs, head to the Jordan Pond Nature 
Trail for an easy stroll through the 
evergreens (or take a more di�  cult 
hike along the rocky coast of the Jordan 

Pond Shore Trail) to end at Jordan 
Pond, known for its crystal clear waters 
and the nearby Jordan Pond House 
Restaurant (perfect for lobster rolls or 
popovers and tea).

For easy access to Acadia’s 
attractions, stay in Bar Harbor, a 
picturesque seaside town known for 
its lobster boats and yachts, taverns, 

shops, restaurants and B&Bs. Be sure 
to stroll the half-mile-long Shore Path. 
Originally built in 1880, it begins near 
the town pier and o� ers an appealing 
view of the four Porcupine Islands 
o�  to the east—especially beautiful 
at sunrise. 
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A Swivel for Every Application
Applications:
•  Used wherever a leak-proof swivel connection is needed 

in pipelines or in combination with hoses to eliminate 
hose twisting

Sizes:
• 2" - 8"

Materials:
• V -Ring: carbon steel, stainless, aluminum
• O -Ring: carbon steel, stainless, aluminum, brass, iron

Features:
• Full 360° rotational movement
•  W ide spacing between dual ball bearing raceways 

ensures greater load bearing capacity
••  Precision-machined design ensures alignment and years 

of trouble-free service
••  O -ring dust seal protects the ball races and seals 

chamber from outside elements
•• adius el o  design ensures a smooth o  pattern
••  Hydrostatic testing is performed on all swivels before 

shipment

Used wherever a leak-proof swivel connection is needed 

Precision-machined design ensures alignment and years 

Visit dixonvalve.com to try
our new Swivel Configurator!

swivels_2016.indd   1 4/19/2016   10:40:53 AM

Jordan Pond in Acadia National Park

Pond Shore Trail) to end at Jordan 

ACADIA NATIONAL PARK

MAINE

©
iS

to
ck

ph
ot

o.
co

m
/J

ay
so

nP
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

Blue Hill

Ellsworth

Bar Harbor

http://issuu.com/action/openurl?url=http://www.dixonvalve.com/
http://issuu.com/action/openurl?url=http://www.dixonvalve.com/



